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The iunicipality of San Juan

The present structure is built on the location of
an earlier fort and may incorporate parts of it,
The exact building date of the present structure

is not known. Its completion date is given as

1788 and 1771 by Adolfo de Hostos and Edward A,
Hoyt, respectively. In 1799 it was reconstructed
without alterations, according to Adolfo de llostos,
In the report dated 31 December, 1601 on the

cconstruetion and repatrs of the fortification by

Tomas Sedefo, demolﬁtion/and reconstruction work
was performed on San Geronimo.

According to Adolfo de Hostos it was built under
the direction of the Military Engineer Ignacio
Mascaro de Homar, who may also have been the
architect. The construction proper was performed
by the Spanish Corps of Engineers.

Present state of preservation is poor. The founda-
tions of the bridge leading 4o San Gerondmo are
badly eroded and undercut, and the aprons under the
bridge have disintegrated. Alonz the sea side of
the fort there are minor breaks with consequent
erotion.

Structural failures of the fortification.walls
exist in three areas: in the East wall, and at the
Southeast and Southwest corner of San Geronimo
respectively. In all three places continucus cracks
extend from base to top of wall, varying in width
from 1/16" to 3", The cracks appear old and are
filled with loose material lodged there by seepage.

All walls are badly eroded and are in need of
repointing and refinishing. In the sentry box on
the North side, in the houses Nos. 1 and 2 and in
the South side of the bridge they are in a ruinous
states

H
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The beams supporting the roofs over house No. 1,

the floor and the roof of house YNo, 2, the portco
ard the roof over rooms nos, 3 and I have been
attacked by rot and termites where they are anchored
in the walls, necessitating brackets and suxiliasry
supports., Ovcr the portico and rooms mos. 3 and L
the beams have given away in four areas causing
breaks in the brick roof, The floor in House No. 2
has disintegrated in the same manner,

A1l paverents are in poor condition, On the gun
deck it is practically gone. On the ramps and in
the forecourt the original pavement of bard mortar
with a brick aggregate is atill in existence, Wt
has many holes and cement patches.

The drains have been blocked at two points on the
upper level where modern gun tracks have been installed
and all along the North wall, On the lower level

the draing have disintegrated at the gate and where

it enters cistern Ho. 2., In rooms nos. L and 5 the
ocutlets are blocked,

It can be assumed that cistern No, 1 is not function-
ing since no flow of water has been observed from

it daring the period of the supvey. Cistern No. 2

is partly filled with rubble and, as mentioned above,
the drains leading tc the cisterns are damaged.

The following departures from the original structure
are known., Two embrasures on the north side of gun
deck have been walled up at an unknown date. The
date is also unimown of the modifications to two of
the gun positions on the upper level. ZEdward L. Hoyt
assumes them to have been put in during the Cpanish
period. The first building to contain the commarding
oificers quarters is known to have been destroyed in
1898 during the hurricane of San Ciriaco. A later
structure built on its site was torn down in 1948,

4 number of plumbing lines installed between 1921 and
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1948 can be traced in the forecourt. MNone of the
lines are connected, nor are they in a working
condition. A small boat pier was built some time
after 1921.

There are two main levels, The upper one, the gun
deck, is commected by two ramps with the forecourt.
411 ramps and vaults with exception of room No, 7
and cistern No, 2 are on the level of the forecourt.
These are 13! and 6' lower than the forecourt.

The fort is built on a sandstone bedrock., The lower
and outer walls are constructed from the same sand-
stone cut in blocks approximately 16" x 18% x 32¢
and laid in courses., The heavier walls and shell
walls with a rubble fill core., Breast walls ard
interior walls are generally rubble masonry in a

;h,muu _ling mortar, probably set up in forms., Brick was

Other _
Existing
- Recordsg .

e

Tuged throughout for lining, copings vaults and
arches, and in one instance for an irterior wall,

Roof's are brick on asubo beams on linen concrete farnts

on barrel vaulting. Three sizes of brick were
observed: 1" % 53% x 1024, 2" x S5 x 10%" and

11 x 61 x 129, Pavements and walking surfaces

are a hard linen mortar with a burnt clay and

brick fragment aggregate. All walls were originally
covered with a lime stucco. Traces of lime wash

can be observed on the structures facing the fore-~
court,

* % 5t #

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SAN CERONIMG FORT

Boletin Histdrico de _Puerto Rico, Founderm~Director,
Dr. Cayetano Coll y Toste, GCantero Fernandez & Co.
Press, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 191h~1927, 1l vols,
I, 180, 182, 185, 186, 188, 190, 196, 197, 198;

S II, 166, 178 1L, 123, IV, 230 nel; VII, 18L, 186,
189, VIII Bﬁ IX, 18; XI, 193, 267; X1LI-XIV, 195,

196, 200, 206, 207, 208, 209, 211, 212, 213, 215, 218,

220, 221, 222, 223, 22k, 226, 229, 235, (This
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collection of documents is the main scurce available
for the history of San Jeronimo Fort. Volumes and
pages have been enumerated to facilitate any
research. )

planco, Burique T., Los Tres itaques Iritdnicos a
la Ciudad de 8San Juan Dautista de Puertoe Rico.

San Juan, ruerto Hico, 1947, 12, (4s [Ps 18, 795 836,
91, 9L, 96, 1oL, 109, 111, 113, 115, 118, 11%, 120,
121, 12h. (An account of the British attack of 1797,
based on the Castro's diary, )

Brau, Salvador, Historia de Fuerto Rico. D. Appleton
& Co., New York, 1914, 197, 207, 210, 211, 21.2. (It
has some information about its function during the
attack of 1797.)

Bureau of Public Works, Report relating to the ownem
ship of land and buildings on the island which
constitutes the principal part of the city of San
vuan, Puerto Rico., Document no. 2, 1st, part: IList
of Properties and Fuildings, 1901. { A very short
paragraph-typewritten report in our office, )

Casablanca Report, U. S. A. Engineers, 1934, (Type-
written report in our office. Containg a brief
SUMMATY, )

Castanos y Monti jano, Manuel, Defensa de la Ciudad

de Puertc flico en 1797. Estudio histaorico-militar

de tar florioso hecho de armas. Revista Tdenica de
Infenteria y Caballeria Press, Madrid, 1916, 19 pages.
(Covers the attack of 1797. Typewritten report in
our office, )

PEl Mundo, " daily newspaper published in San Juan since
1919, The following mumbters and peges: 3110/1,
3325/3, 3361/, 3370/1, 3L65/1, 5667/1, 2363/2,
2o0hk/1, 2813/1, 2871/3, 3262/2, WD62/3. (An excellent
sccount of the transferd San Gerdnime Fort to Come
mander Baker after world Var I.)
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Hostos, Adolfo de, Ciudad Murada. Editorial lex,
la Habana, 19L8, 70, 71, 72, 179, 196, 197. (It
contains good gereral information about the Fort, )

Hoyt, Edward A., A Histcry of the Harbor Defenses of
San Juan under Spain, 1509-109C, etc., San Juan,
Puerto Rico, 1943, L&, 52, 53, 59, 75, 87, 88, 89,
%0, 91, 92, 93, 97, 98, 100, 101, 1Ly, 150-153.

{The best summary of the history of the Fort is

found in the last three pages mentioned above.)

Lealtad y Herodismo de la isla de Puerto Rico, 1797.
Iynn e Hijos de Perez Moris Press, San Juan, Puerto

- Rico, 1897, 10, 11, 22, 23, 75, 91, 137, 1L5, 1L6,

185, 186, 196, 202, 203, 20k, 205, 212, 21E, 217,
218, 235, 31k, 316. (Account of the attack of 1797.)

Ledru Andres, Pedro, Viaje a la Isla de Puerto Rico
en 1797, Translation of Julio L. de Vigcarrondo,
1863, B89, 90, 125, 126, 128, 131 n~1, 1ho, 143, 151.
(fccount of British attack of 1797.)

Hemaria sobre el estado actusl de las Fortificaciones,
1839, (Typewritten report in our office, Cives some
facts about the construction of the Fort,) '

Hiddledyk, R. A. Van, History of Puerto Rico, 1239, ihl.
(Casual references about the Fort.)

Miller, Paul G,, History of Puerto Rico. Rand Mc Nally
& Co.,3 Chicago, 1922, 221~234. (Account of attack of
1797.

Neuman Gand{a, Edvardo, Gloriosa Epopeya, Sitio de los
ingleses de 1797, con datos hasta shora no publicados.
La Tibertad Press, Ponce, Puerto Rico, 1897, 269-33l
contains information sbout the British attack of 1797.

Mpatriotismo de D, Ramon de Castro y demds heroicos de=
fensores de Puerto Rico," in Benefactores y honbres
notables de Puerto Rico. Ponce, Puerto Eico, 1896,
vols 1, 269. (Diary of de Castro.)
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17. Relacidn de Fortificacidn. Property of Rafael VY,
Ramlrez de Arellano, (States the fact that the Fort
was reconstructed in 179h.)

18. Relscidn del gobernador D). Matfas de abad{a. Archivo
General de Indias, Santo Domingo 2499. (The Fort was
called San Ceronimo by 1741, the earliest account we
have found bearing that fact.)

12, Rivero, Angel, Crorl:.ca de la Guerra HBispano Americana
"en Puerto Rico. oucesores ge Rivadeneyra, ¥adrid,
1922, 5L, 55, 56, 58, 82, (Good description of use
of the Fort during war.)

20, ®Sitios ¥ Ataques que ha sufrido Puerto Rico,M Gonza les
Font, Jose¢, Escritos sobre Puerto Rico. Barcelona,
1903 , 81. (Very 1ittle information.)

21, Ubeda ,¥ Delgado, Hanuel, Isla de Puerto Rico. Tips del
Boletin Mercantil, San Jua.n, Prerto Rico, 1078, 16, 17,
118. (Little infermation,)

22. Van Deusen, Richard James and Van Deugen, Fligabeth
Kneipple, Puertc Rico, a Caribbean Island. 81-8h deals
with English attack of 1797.

Prepared by:

Ricardo T. Reyes
Historian (Park)
3/7/53

Other Exdsting

Records { Cont. ) R A

A LISTIKG COF PICTORICAL MATERIAL AT PRESENT AVAILABLE ON
SAN GERONI¥O

(The 1ist is extracted from all maps, charts, etc. in the
possession of or available to the Natiomsl Park Service
at San Juan NHS)

1600 (Approx.) Plano del Atagque de Cumberland del original -
en la narracion de Lady Ann en 1606 (El Tuerte
Matadiablo) -




BARS-!9
Page No. 7
THE FORT OF SAN GERONIMO
San Juan, Puerto Rico
.' 1747 Mapa de la Plaza de San Juan de Puerto Rico y sus

contornos, etc,
Francisco Fernendez Valdelomar (Fuerte de San Gerc;n;imo)

1765 Plano de lz Plaza de San Juan de Puerto Rico, Don
Manuel Miguel de Ledn (Fuerte de San Gerdnime)

1772 Plano de la Plaza de San Juan de Fuerto Rico, Tomas
0'Daly. (Casa Fuerte de San Geronimo) :

1776 Mapa de la Plaza de San Juan de Puerto Rice, su Bahia
sondeada, Playa, etc. Abril 27, 1776, Tomas O'Daly

1784 - Plano del Puerto de la ¥sla de Puerto Rico delineado
por D. José Kar{a Sdnchez, bajo la correceion de D.
Pedro Rivelles.

1785 Plano de Puerto Rico
Dale Luz = Don Tomds }'_.opez, Madrid
(Castille de San Ceronimo)

1785 Copia del Nueve Plano de Puerto Rico, Nowv, 1788,
disehado ¥ registrado del orden de Don Joseph Mentero
Spinosa, Comandante del rnombrado S. Felipe.

1795 : Plano de Puerto Rico =— Drawn by Don Manuel Burgos for
. the Royal Spanish Navy, Oct. 1795. (Measurements
taken in Puerto Rico in 1782)

1795 Ia Ciudad en 1797 - Campeche (San Juan during the
attack of Abercromby):

1851 Isla de Puerto Rico. Insert San Juan by Teniente
Coronel, Capt. of Ingenieros Francisco Ceozllo and
Don Pascual Madoz, Madrid, 1851. (Fuerte de San
Gerordmo) . '

1871 Planc de la Zona Extramuros de la Ysla donde se hél’.l.a
- - sgentada. Evaristo de Churruca.
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Plano de la Plaza de San Juan de Puerto Rico., Levan-
tado por el Cuerpe de Ingenieros Militares para el
estudio de las nuevas defensas de la wisma.

Plano de la Plaza de San Juan de Puerto Rico. Levan-
tado por el Cuerpo de Ingenieros ¥ilitares - copia
del original.

Plano de la Ciudad de San Juan de Puerto Rico, E1
Ingeniero Jefe, marzo 15, 1873.

Albun of Puerto Hico by Lépez Cepero

Govermment of Puerto Rico, Depvartment of Education
Photographic collection.

E

KISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS

Following observations were made while surveying San
Geronimo:

The Fort is equipped with two kitchens, one in room
Wo. 2 and one in room No. 6. The latter still has
its chimney. In room No, 2 there are signs of a
large hood over the bench cooking shelf,

The fort has two cisterns, UMNo. 1 contained the drink—
ing water. It is fed from the roofs over rooms Nos,.

3 and I} and the portice, and it was emptied through

a well in the forecourt,

Cistern No. 2 contained water for washing and bathing
purposes, Its tottom i1s approximately 1t akove the
main low water level, and it is fed from the fore-
court and the ramps.

House MNo. 2 served as the latrine. The sowage was
washed away at high tides.
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BRIEF HISTORY

~

San Geropimo Fort is located at the easternmost polnt
of.the islet of San Juan extending about 250 feet

into the inlet called ¥1 Dogueron, which connects the
Atlantic Ccear and Sen Juan Bay through San Antonio
Chammel, The mission of San Gefonﬁno was to protect
this second entrance to the San Juan harbor and repel
invasion from the island of Paerto Rico,

The fortification of El Boqueron Point is mentioned
for the first time * by Governor Diego Menendez de
Valdes (1582-1593) in his report to the Junta de
Puerto Rico in 1587, ¢ According to the report Menen-
dez fortified the Poqueron Point with a platform and

a trench big énough to emplace 6 artillery pieces. ’
In 1591 Captain Pedro de Salazar, who was commissioned
to carry out a plan of fortification designed by the
nilitary engineer Juan Bautista Antonelli razed all
works, redoubts and trenches built by Governor Valdes
on the eastern part of the islet of San Juan. : As

proved later by Drake's and Cumberland's attacks, 1595

and 1598 respectively, the action of Salazar was a
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military blunder because the key to the defense of
San Juan rested in the impregnability of the land
approaches.

Between 1591 and 1595 many temporary positions were
constructed, and one of them was at ¥1 Boqueron, g
During Drake's attack it and San Antonio bridge were
defended with )| pieces of ordrance amd 150 men,6

out. of the total of 15 pieces of artillery and L0O
men who were stationed at the eastern batteries !

of the island of San Juan, protecting the land
approaches to the city,

During Comberland's attack there were two fortified
points at the eastern end of San Juan, The point at
El Bogueron is called a Ypastion® by Cunberland and
"a small fort" by Leyfield, ° The other fortified
point was located at San Antonic bridge. The Hfort®
or "basticn_" is referred to by Layfield ag '"Fuerte
Rojon 7 and "atz Diable.t o -"E;“uerte Rojol suggests
a structure bu:]%t of red brick " or g weoden one

painted red, The name "data Diablo" may have Leen

given the fort because the Spaniards thought Sir John
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Hawkins had been killed by the fire of its guns at

the time of Drake's attack. + During the attack

Fl Bogueron was so severely danaged that the landing
parties of the invaders anchored their boatls in its
vicinity without any difficulty. It was defended
unsuccessfully by 50 musketéers. H

During the governorship of Don Gabriel de Rojas
(1608-161L) the defenses of San Juan were strenghtened
considerably, including the eastern fortifications.
Rojas constructed a new fort at El Bogueron or recon—
structed the one that had been partially destroyed
during the 1598 attack. "

In 1625, during the Dutch attack, Governor Juan de
Haro considered the defense of the Bogueron Point of
utmost importance as he feared a repetition of
Cumberland's assaunlt, He gave orders to transfer

2 pieces of artillery'frgm Fl1 Yorre to reinforce the
Mpost? of El Bogueron, ! These were supplemented with
trenches where a large number of soldiers were stationed,
The Mpost! is not mentioned in the Dutch ang Spénish

7
accounts of the attack in relation to wmilitary activities.
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But the Dutch account is accompanied by a map in which

El Bogueron fpost!" is shown. ¥

We bave not been able to find information on El Boguee
ron from 1625 to 1731. This is a peried of transition
inthe history of the fortifications of San Juan. v

in a report dated 1731 and issued by the Spanish military
engineers of San Juan, the name of San Ceronimo Fort is
used for the first time in relation to 2z structure built
at E1 Bogqueron Point, It only states that the roof of
the lving quarters needed repairs. 2

The maps and plans available from 1747 to 1776, “ due

to their small size, do not contain ruch information on
San Geronimo Fort. It is shown as a small sguare bordered
by irregular walls, In two maps from 1785 # it is

still a square tut has a small bastion in each corner.
Around 1788 the military engineer Don Ignasio Mascaro

y Homar, did some work om San Geronimo, possibly repalre
ing the damages caused by the earthguake of 1787, *
There is evidence that in 1792 2 the Spanish military
engineers worked on San Geronimo again in preparation

of 2 Pritish attack which finally came in 1797. During

the invaslon San (Geronimo functioned importantly in the
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. | checking the attempts of Sir Ralph Abercromby to
25

lapd his invading forces,
On July 15, 1921, Lieutenant Commander Virgil Baker,
U, S. N., Retired, his heits and assigns, was granted
a 99.9 years leagie under specilal authority of Congress,
of a tract of land known as San Geromimo Naval
Reservation which included San Gleronirﬁo F.ort. This
action originated a series of law suits cu_]minating ‘
. . in the Insular govermment issuing a declaration of
| taking for the fort itself in 19L% and assuwing pos~
sesgion. The partial price payment accepted by
Commander Baker was $35,000. The case is still pend-
ing hearing in the Ifederal court.
In the seond half of the 19th century a weoden house
was built on the upper level of the fort, as# quarters
for the comnanding officers of 8an Geronimo., It was
destroyed in the San Ciriaco Hurricane, 1899, three
. - | years after the Spanish American war, at which tine
the fort was transferred to the U. 8, Navy Department,
The house was replaced by a second wood structure which

in its time was torn down ia 1949,
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BIBLICGRAPHICAL NOTES

This is our best available evidence,

A ¥ilitary Board that met in 1587 to study the problem of the
fortifications of San Juan.

Archivo General de Indias - Patronato 18, ne. 13, R.C.2, This
report of K ‘enendez was used by the fnllltar'y engineer Antonelli
in the execution of the plan of fortification of 1591,

Bolet:in Historico de Puerto Rico » Founder-=Director, Cayetano Coll
¥ ¥ Toste (Cantero Pernandez and Co. Press, San Juan, Puerte Hico,
1914-1927), 1h vols, IV, 321,

Hoyb, Edward 4., A History of the Harbor Defeuses of San Juan

under Spain, 1509-1898, etc., (San Juan, Puertc Zico, 1543), L2,

During Drake's attack it was a wooden structure, that comected
8an Jusn with the mainland of Puerto Rico.

The two other batterles , besides those of Bl quueron and the
bridge werc: Cabrdn Cove, located between the Escambiof Point
and El Boqueron; ¥orrillo Cove, near the eastern end of San Juan,
See Fray Iﬁ'igo Abbad y Iasierra, Historia Geogrdfica, Civil y Vaw
tural de la fgla de San Juan ds Puerto Rice (new edition by
dcosta), 162-1€L, as cited by Hoyt, op. cif; bh~iS. The bridge
position was at the site of the future San Antonio Fort.

poletin Historico de Puerto Rico, op. cit; ¥, 42, hl. Scealso
the plen of Cumberland's attack reproduced in Hufael . Rarires
de &rellanc, La Capital a traves de los Siglos, 1950,

JRed Fort.

Devil Killer
Hoyt, oo, eit; 52, note 56
46olfo de Hostos, Ciudsd ¥urada (Editorial Lex, La Habanz, 1948), 179

Hoyt, op. cits 52, note 56, citing Inigo Abbad y lasierra, op. cit;
163161,

Boletin Historicc de Puerto Hlco, op. cit; v, b7, L&,
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15, Archive General de Indias - Santo Domingo 155-1.
. 16. Bolstin HistoTico de Puerto Rico, op. cit; IV, 230.

17. Tor the Spanish account see Tbid. Both, the Snam.sq and the
Dutch accounts are reproduced in rernando Géigel Satat,
Balduino Brrico (Barceloma, 193L).

18, The map is reproduced in Geigel Sabat, op. cit; 100

19. See the author's preliminary report, La Plaza de Puerto Rico,
1765-1777 (Hational Park Service, Sen Juan, Puerto Rico, 1952), 19. -

20. Archive Ceneral de Indizs — Sante Deaminge 2h99.

2l. M"igpa de la Plaza de San Juan de Puerto Rico y sus contornos, ete.,”
Francisco Valdeloemar, L7hT; "Plano de la Plaze de San Juan de
Puerto Rico,® Tomas O'Daly, 1772; '"Hapa de la Flaza de San Juan
de Puerto Rico, etc.," Tomas O'Daly, 1776.

e
. 22. PMPlano de Puerto Riceo,” Don Toma's Lopez, 1785; "Copia del nuevo
Plano de Puerto Rico," Don Jogeph Montero Spincsa, 1785,

23. Salvador Brau,f Historia de Puerto Rico (D. Appleton and Co.y
New York, 1914), 197.

2L. Relacion de Fortificacion (Copia inedite, propiedad de Rafael
W, BRamirez}.

25, Boletin Histdrico de Puerto Rico, op. cit; XIIT-XIV, 2029236,
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NCTE: The Brief History and the Bibliography were prepared by the
Historian (Park}, San Juan NHS. All other written data was
prepared by the Architect, San Juan M3,

Ptants 9.

Ricardo T. Reyes (Historian)
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